
 
 

The City of Oakdale recognizes and supports the 
Choose Civility program, an initiative of the 
Stanislaus County Office of Education. 

 

CITY OF OAKDALE CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

 
 

City Council Chambers 
277 North Second Avenue • Oakdale • CA 95361 

 
 

Thursday, January 7, 2021 6:00 PM       City Council Chambers 
 

 

 
NOTICE 

 
THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-20, ISSUED BY 
CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM ON MARCH 17, 2020, THE RALPH M. BROWN ACT 
(CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54950, ET SEQ.), AND THE FEDERAL AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT. 
 
THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD VIA TELECONFERENCE AND WILL NOT BE PHYSICALLY OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC. ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING VIA 
TELECONFERENCING AT https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87058956598 
AND/OR VIA TELECONFERENCE BY CALLING (888)788-0099, MEETING ID: 870 5895 6598 
AND WILL BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT.  CLOSED SESSION WILL BE 
HELD VIA TELECONFERENCE AND NOT BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

 
Welcome to your City of Oakdale City Council Special meeting. 

 
Your City Council are: 
 
Mayor – Vacant 
Mayor Pro Tem Christopher Smith  
Council Member Cherilyn Bairos            
Council Member Ericka Chiara 
Council Member Fred Smith 

 
Note: California law prohibits the City Council from taking action on any matter that is not on the posted 
agenda unless it is determined to be an emergency by the Council. All items will be referred to staff for follow-
up and placed on a future agenda. 

 
1. Call to Order – 6:00 p.m. 

 
2. City Council Members Present/Absent 

 
3. Public Comments 

 
This is a Special City Council meeting. Pursuant to California Government Code Section 54954.3(a), members of 
the public wishing to address the Council may do so, and such comments shall be limited to the Special Meeting 
topic(s). Pursuant to Government Code section 54954.3, the City Council may adopt reasonable regulations to 
ensure that the business on the agenda can be conducted, therefore all members of the public will be given 3 
minutes for their public comments.  Individuals may not defer their time to another person. A maximum of 30 
minutes will be allotted for general public comment.  For agenda items, a maximum of 30 minutes will be allotted  
for public comment on each specific agenda item.  Public comment will be accepted via email 
at  publiccomment@oakdalegov.com  until 4:00 p.m. on January 7, 2021.  If commenting on a specific agenda 
item via email, please include the agenda item number in the subject line (example: Agenda Item 11.1).  A copy 
of each timely submitted e-mail will be provided to the City Council prior to the start of the meeting and will be 
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Next City Council Resolution: 2021-001   Next Ordinance: 1275 
   

made a part of the public record of the meeting but will not be read aloud during the meeting. All timely submitted 
emails shall also be made available on the City’s website within 24 hours of the adjournment of the meeting to 
ensure public access to public comments.  California law prohibits the City Council from taking action on any item 
not appearing on the posted agenda except that Council may refer the matter to staff for follow-up or request it be 
placed on a future agenda. 
 

4. Vacated Mayor’s Seat 
 
4.1: Discussion and Potential Filling of Council/Mayor’s Vacancy. 
 

5. Adjournment 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in 
this meeting, please contact City Hall, 209-845-3571. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will 
enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. (28CFR 
35.102-35.104 ADA Title II). 
 
Any documents produced by the City and distributed to a majority of the City Council regarding any 
item on this agenda will be made available in the City Clerk’s office at City Hall located at 280 North 
Third Avenue, Oakdale, California. 
 
DECLARATION OF POSTING 
I, Julie Christel, Council Services and Legislative Records Manager/Deputy City Clerk for the City of 
Oakdale, certify that I caused to be posted a copy of the City of Oakdale City Council Agenda for the 
Special Meeting of Thursday, January 7, 2021, at the City Council Chambers, 277 North Second 
Avenue, Oakdale, CA, 95361 on Tuesday, January 5, 2021. 

 
Dated: Tuesday, January 5, 2021  /s/ Julie Christel     

       Julie Christel 
        Council Services and Legislative Records Manager 
        Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Cowboy Capital of the World” 



CITY OF OAKDALE 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 

Date: January 7, 2021 

To: Mayor Pro Tem Smith and Members of the City Council 

From: Bryan Whitemyer, City Manager 

Subject: Discuss and Possible Appointment of Mayor/Council Vacancy 

I. BACKGROUND 

On November 20, 2020, Mayor J.R. McCarty announced that he planned to resign his 
position effective December 31, 2020.  The Mayor’s seat is now vacant and the City 
Council needs to decide how to fill that seat. 

II. DISCUSSION

Options to Fill the Mayor’s Seat: 

With the Mayor’s resignation effective December 31, 2020, there are a few options 
available to the City Council to fill that vacancy for the remainder of the term that ends 
November 2022. 

Option 1 – Special Election: Hold a special election to fill the vacated Mayor’s 
seat.  

Cost: $96,000.00 

There are significant costs associated with holding a special election.  In 2019 the 
Stanislaus County Registrar of Voters quoted the cost of a special election at 
$83,314.52.  The breakdown of this cost is: 11,979 registered voters at $6.96 per 
voter.  Additionally, the costs associated with the publication of the required voter 
guide was $12,736.81.  It is anticipated that a special election in 2021 would cost 
approximately $96,000.00 (Attachment A).  

Option 2 – Select Current Council Member to Serve as Mayor: The City Council 
appoints a currently seated Council member to serve as Mayor for the remainder 
of the two-year term. 

Cost: $0 

Option 3 – Directly Appoint Non-Council Member to Serve as Mayor: The City 
Council could identify a non-council member to fill the position and then directly 
appoint that individual to fill the position. 

AGENDA ITEM 4.1:



 
 
 

CITY OF OAKDALE 
City Council Staff Report (Continued) 

SUBJECT: Discuss and Possible Appointment of Mayor/Council Vacancy 
MEETING DATE: January 7, 2021 
 

Cost: $0 
 
Option 4 – Seek Applicants from the Community to Serve as Mayor: The City 
Council seeks applicants to apply for the position.  After advertising for the position 
and then reviewing the applications, the City Council interviews interested 
candidates and then appoints a candidate to the position. 
 
Cost: Less than $2,000 (advertising and printing) 

 
 
What happens if a current City Council member is selected to serve out the 
remaining time on the Mayor’s term? 
 
If a City Council member is appointed to fill the Mayor’s seat, a City Council vacancy is 
created that must be filled by either a special election or by appointment.  The City Council 
has 60 days from the date of the vacancy to choose to either appoint a new council 
member or call a special election for that seat. 
 
Below are the alternatives available to the City Council to fill the vacant City Council 
member seat if a current member of the City Council is appointed to serve out the 
remaining mayoral term. 
 

Alternative 1 – Special Election: Hold a special election to fill the vacated 
Mayor’s seat.  

 
  Cost: $96,000.00 
 

There are significant costs associated with holding a special election.  It is 
anticipated that this alternative would cost around $96,000.00 
 
Alternative 2 – City Council Appoints Next Highest Vote Getter from the 
November 3, 2020 Election:  
 
Cost: $0.00 
 
City Council appoints the City Council Candidate who placed third in the November 
3, 2020 Oakdale Municipal Election to fill the vacated council seat (Attachment B). 
 
 
Alternative 3: The City Council seeks applicants to apply for the position.  After 
advertising for the position and then reviewing the applications, the City Council 
interviews interested candidates and then appoints a candidate to the position. 
 
Cost: Less than $2,000 (advertising and printing) 
 

 



 
 
 

CITY OF OAKDALE 
City Council Staff Report (Continued) 

SUBJECT: Discuss and Possible Appointment of Mayor/Council Vacancy 
MEETING DATE: January 7, 2021 
 
III. FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The cost of filling the Mayor’s seat on the City Council depends on the option selected.  If 
a special election is called to fill the seat, the cost of that election is expected to be around 
$96,000.00.  The FY 2020-2021 General Fund Budget did not include funds for this 
expense.  If the special election option is selected, funds from General Fund Reserves 
may need to be utilized.  The other options have a cost between $0 and $2,000 which 
could be covered in our current budget plan.   

 
  
IV. RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Council review the options available to fill the Mayor’s seat 
vacancy and determine what option they would like to pursue. 
 
If the Council decides to appoint a currently seated council member to fill the Mayor’s seat 
vacancy staff recommends that the City Council review the options available to fill the 
newly created City Council vacancy and determine what option they would like to pursue. 
 

 
V. ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A:   Historical City Council Election Results 2012 to 2020 
Attachment B:   Cost Details for Special Election



 
Attachment A 

 
Oakdale City Council Election Results 2012 to 2020 

 
 
November 2012 Election: 
 

 
 
November 2014 Election: 
 

 
 
 
November 2016 Election: 
 
No Election was held.  Only one person submitted papers to run for each office so no election was needed and 
those individuals were appointed to the City Council. 
 
 
 
November 2018 Election: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



November 2020 Election: 
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