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Maintaining Water Quality

The City continually works to maintain the quality of
its water. One of these activities is fire hydrant and
water main flushing. City Water Operations staff
periodically flush fire hydrants and water mains to
remove sediment and keep the distribution system
as clean as possible. This activity allows the City
to avoid regular chlorination of its drinking water.
Sometimes residents near the flushing experience
temporary discoloration in their water. This
discoloration does not affect the safety of the water.
If you experience discoloration in your water after
crews have been flushing in your neighborhood,
you can usually clear the discolored water from
your water pipes by running water faucets for 2 to
3 minutes.

Water Conservation

As you know, we are in a period of severe drought,
so all communities in California need to do their
part by responsibly using water. Many communities
are in a state of emergency, not knowing if they
will get through the summer without running out
of water. Although the City of Oakdale does not
expect to have severe water shortages, we still need
to conserve water. The City of Oakdale is asking
its residents to voluntarily reduce its water use by
20% this year. Please help us conserve water (and
reduce your water bills!) by taking simple steps, like
don’t over water your landscape, don't run water
while brushing your teeth, don’t let hoses run while
washing your car, etc. Water conservation handouts
can be picked up at City Hall or the Public Works
yard. Thank you for your participation during this
state of emergency.

What’s New?

Oakdale’s Waterlnsight program!

Six times per year, you'll receive a personalized
Home Water Report by email. The report and a
companion website (conservation.ci.oakdale.ca.us)

will help you to:

e Understand your water use and how it
compares to similar, nearby homes.

e Findeasy and effective ways to save water
and money, with step-by-step advice.

e Stayuptodateon Oakdale water news and
events.

Water System Upgrades

As part of its efforts to improve service to its
customers, the City of Oakdale has replaced an
old, aging water tank located near the Valley View
Park. The new tankis larger,and made of materials
that will cost less to maintain and give the tank a
longer life. The additional capacity of the tank will
provide the water system with more water for peak
demands and fighting fires.

HERO Program

The California HERO Program is being offered to
allow property owners in participating cities and
counties to finance renewable energy, energy
water efficiency improvements and electric
vehicle charging infrastructure on their property.
If a property owner chooses to participate, the
improvements to be installed on such owner’s
property will be financed by the issuance of bonds
by a joint power authority, Western Riverside
Council of Governments secured by a voluntary
contractual assessment levied on such owner’s
property. Participation in the program is 100%
voluntary. Property owners who wish to participate
in the program agree to repay the money through
the voluntary contractual assessment collected
together with their property taxes.
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Where Does My Water Come From?

The City of Oakdale gets all of its water from local groundwater. The City owns and operates eight (8) water
wells that supply all the water we use for drinking and landscape irrigation. The quality of the local groundwater
is exceptionally good, so much so that we don't regularly add any chemicals (like chlorine or fluoride) like most

communities do.

Is My Water Safe?

We are proud to report that the City of Oakdale had no water quality violations last year. Federal and State
government regulations mandate that public water systemstest their drinking water for numerous contaminants,

including bacteria, lead, arsenic, pesticides,and many other chemicals. Like the food we eat, all water (including
bottled water) will have trace amounts of contaminants, but this does not necessarily mean it is a health risk if
you drinkit. The government regulations have established acceptable amounts of contaminants that water can
have and still be safe to drink, called maximum contaminant levels (MCLs). The City of Oakdale’s water did not
exceed any MCLs in 2013!




Drinking water, inciuding bottied water,
may reasonably be expected to contain at least small
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water
poses a health risk. More information about contam-
inants and potential health effects can be obtained
by calling the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline
(1-800-426-4791).

Some people may be more vulnerable to contami-
nants in drinking water than the general population.
Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants can be particularly atrisk from infections. These
people should seek advice about drinking water from
their health care providers. USEPA/Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) guidelines on means to lessen the risk of
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial con-
taminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water
Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Sources of drinking water include rivers, lakes,
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As
water travels over the surface of the land or through the
ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and,
in some cases, radio-active material, and can pick up
substances resulting from the presence of animals or

from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water
include:
& Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bac-

teria, that may come from sewage treatment plants,
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If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious
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years 2013 health problems, especially for pregnant
women and young children. Lead in drinking water is
primarily from materials and components associated
with service lines and home plumbing. The City of
Oakdale is responsible for providing high quality drink-
ing water, but cannot control the variety of materials
used in plumbing components. When your water has
been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the
potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30
seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or
cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water,
you may wish to have your water tested. Information
on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps
you can take to minimize exposure is available from
the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.
gov/safewater/lead. In order to ensure that tap water is
safe to drink, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy (USEPA) and the California Department of Public
Health (Department) prescribe regulations that limit
the amount of certain contaminants in water provided
by public water systems. Department regulations also
establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that

must provide the same protection for public health.

Definitions

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL)

The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in
drinking water. Primary MCLs are set as close to the
Public Health Goal as is economically and technolog-
ically feasible. Secondary MCLs are set to protect the

odor, taste, and appearance of drinking water.
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