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Oakdale, CA –Mid-year crime statistics compiled by the Oakdale Police Department show the overall 
crime rate trending down the first half of 2017. 
 
From January to June of this year, the Oakdale Police Department recorded fewer incidents of violent 
crime compared to the same period last year. Aggravated assaults dropped 79 percent, robberies 
remained even, and no homicides have been reported in the first half of 2017. Reported rapes 
increased from five occurrences in 2016 to six occurrences in 2017. Overall, violent crime is down by 
42 percent in the city. 
 
Property crime rates were also down, as burglary dropped 38 percent and larceny-theft fell 30 
percent. There was an increase reported in motor vehicle thefts of 29 percent in the first six months 
of 2017, with 44 vehicles reported stolen this year compared to 34 reported stolen during the same 
period last year. 
 
Overall, the Police Department is reporting mid-year crimes are down 28 percent. The numbers are 
somewhat mixed; however, overall crime is trending in the right direction in Oakdale. 
 
“We placed a strong focus on leveraging community relationships in areas with known gang 
challenges during the past six months and it appears to have help cut violent crime almost in half in 
the city,” said Police Chief Scott Heller, “Similarly, we increased efforts in revitalizing our 
Neighborhood Watch efforts leading to significant crime drops and culminating with a big National 
Night Out event next Tuesday throughout town.” 
 
The police chief said there is a lot more work to do in regards to crime, quality of life issues and 
vagrancy related challenges. “We are hearing the message from our citizens and businesses in 
meetings and on social media that we need to focus more resources on habitual transient offender 
issues and increase our responsiveness to calls for service,” Heller said, “We will respond to our 



 

community’s concerns with increased and improved responsiveness from our officers, dispatchers 
and entire team as we continue to work together for a safer community.” 
 
  

 January-June  2016 2017 %Increase/Decrease 
Homicide*          0        0     0% 
Rape*           5        6                 20% 
Robbery*          4        4                    0% 
Arson*           1        1                 0% 
Aggravated Assault*       14        3               -79% 
Crimes Against Persons (Violent)    24      14               -42% 
 
Burglary*        90      56               -38% 
Larceny *      262    183               -30% 
Auto Theft*        34      44   29% 
Property Crimes     386    283               -27% 
 
*Total Part I Crimes     410    297                -28% 
 
 


